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the South and of Irish and Italians in the North and other similar investi- 
gations might be useful. Again, the author sees only the monopolistic 
spirit of Irish trade-unionism in excluding Chinamen from the better 
paid occupations. Here , again , a comparative study would possibly show 
that the spirit of American trade-unionism, passing that of other coun- 
tries in its aggressiveness and exclusiveness, is an effect rather than a 
cause of race antipathy. Finally, the author's ideals of race harmony 
seem to resolve themselves into an adequate supply of mobile labor for 
fruit growers, ranchers, railroads, households etc. The reviewer is not 
surprised that American race problems should be fought out through 
civil war and other violent methods or that resort should be had to 
political corruption. Scientific investigation, in its most perfect and 
painstaking form, is as yet carefully examining the trees instead of the 
forest. 

J. R. Commons. 
University of Wisconsin. 

The Russian Army and the Japanese War, being historical 
and critical comments on the military policy and power of Russia 
and on the campaign in the Far East. By General Kuropatkin. 
Translated by Captain A. B. Lindsay. Edited by Major £. D. 
Swbjton. With maps and illustrations. New York, E. P. Dutton 
and Company, 1909. — Two volumes ; xxxi, 309, vii, 348 pp. 

These volumes are a translation of only a portion of the four volumes 
of the original work. They contain parts of the author's general in- 
troduction; the introduction and the conclusion of his third volume, 
which are here given in chapter xiii of the second volume ; and the 
fourth volume of the original. The publication of the original was 
suspended in Russia, and the translator and editor of this edition 
believe that the " subject matter of this translation was never printed 
in Russia." An article based on these memoirs was published in 
McClure's Magazine. The author's accounts of " the three principal 
battles of the war — Liao-Yang, the Sha-Ho and Mukden " — are not to 
be found in the volumes under review, since they were contained in the 
first three volumes of the original work. We should also bear in mind 
that, though General Kuropatkin was minister of war from 1898 to 
1904, he was not appointed commander-in-chief of the Manchurian 
army until February 20, 1904, and that from March 27, when he 
reached Liao-yang, until October 25, 1904, he was actually subordinate 
" to the viceroy — Admiral Alexieff — whose headquarters were at 
Harbin." In March, 1905, he was superseded by General Linievitch, 
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though he continued "in command of the ist army until the end of 
the war." It is obvious, therefore, that the material here presented is 
both incomplete and limited, partly because we have only a portion of 
General Kuropatkin's work and partly because his experience was re- 
stricted by circumstances. It should be noticed that the editor has 
eliminated some of the repetitions and certain passages of a purely 
technical or statistical character. The author himself points out that, 
as regards the original work , he is the sole author only of volumes three 
and four, the first two having been prepared by other officers under his 
editorial supervision. 

The contents of the two volumes under review may be classified as 
follows : (a) Historcal introduction, dealing with the military prob- 
lems of Russia during the last two centuries and leading up to the 
recent crisis (volume i, chapters i-v). (3) The genesis of the war 
with Japan, together with Kuropatkin's endeavors to prevent the war, 
and the Japanese military situation (volume i, chapters vi, vii, and 
volume ii, appendix i, in which the editor reprints from McClure's 
Magazine material which had been collected regarding the Royal Tim- 
ber Company and the activities of Bezobrazoff) . The documents here 
given are apparently those found in archives at Port Arthur and pub- 
lished in Osvobojdenie (Stuttgart), no. 75, August 10, 1905. See also 
Asakawa, The Russo-Japanese Conflict, p. 289. (c) The reasons for 
Russian reverses, together with a summary of the war and a statement, 
in a hundred pages drawn from volume iii of the original work, of the 
measures taken by Kuropatkin during his command in the East (volume 
i, chapter viii, and volume ii, chapters ix, x, xii, xiii and appendix ii). 
(d) Recommendations for the future improvement of the Russian 
military system (volume ii, chapter xiii). By reason of the limitations 
of a book review, the reviewer confines himself to certain of the topics 
dealt with in (3) and (e). It may be possible, however, to summarize 
certain impressions with regard to the work as a whole. 

The War Office appears to have disapproved of the construction of 
the Trans-Siberian Railway across Manchuria; but, that line once es- 
tablished, Kuropatkin advocated additions to the regular forces at Har- 
bin in order to protect it. He was, however, opposed to the annexa- 
tion of southern Manchuria, and in October, 1903, he urged the 
speedy evacuation of Mukden. But by this time another element had 
been introduced, namely, the influence of Bezobrazoff, who had inter- 
ested many individuals, some of royal blood, in the Ya-lu timber con- 
cession. To protect these interests, evacuation had already been de- 
layed beyond the date set by the treaty with China. The tsar's con- 
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nection with and approval of these plans is probable , though Kuropatkin 
frequently maintains that the tsar was opposed to war. In this portion 
of the work a vigorous attack is made on the activities of M. de Witte, 
finance minister, who had by 1903 a practically independent military 
department in Manchuria. But de Witte, Lamsdorff and Kuropatkin 
appear to have united in endeavoring to put an end to Bezobrazoff 's 
activities in Korea ; and on Alexieff is thrown the main responsibility 
for the continued military support given to the timber company. Fi- 
nally, in November, 1903, Kuropatkin proposed the restoration of 
Kuan- rung, Port Arthur and Dalny, and the abandonment of the south- 
ern branch of the Eastern Chinese railway, in return for the recognition 
of certain rights in northern Manchuria and a compensation of ^25 ,- 
000,000 from China. Obviously, if the scheme had been practicable 
on the Chinese side, the Russian government would not then have 
agreed to it ; and it is perhaps doubtful how far the Japanese govern- 
ment would have accepted such a solution. These proposals, therefore, 
seem to represent a last and almost desperate attempt to unload the re- 
sponsibility for subsequent events upon those who rejected this solution. 
It may be remarked, further, that however determined Kuropatkin 's 
opposition to war may have been, he should have been equally deter- 
mined to secure adequate reforms in the War Office, to the end that, if 
the war was to come, adequate military forces might be available. 

In the portions of the book which deal with the war, there is much 
detailed criticism regarding communications, mobilization, discipline, 
system of promotion, technical shortcomings, defects in organization 
and personnel, absence of military spirit and lack of determination. 
This is interwoven with a tendency to throw responsibility and blame 
upon subordinates. Finally, the point is strongly made, with an appeal 
to historical examples, that peace was made when, according to the 
older traditions of Russian service , a new and victorious stage of the 
war might have been expected. To the layman, at least, a large por- 
tion of Kuropatkin's criticisms seem to be criticisms of Kuropatkin's 
administration of the War Office from 1898 to 1904. In general, there- 
fore, the book appears to be a piece of special pleading on the part of 
a defeated general. Certain valuable suggestions are made, however ; 
notably as to the distinction which must be made between wars waged 
by armies and wars carried on by nations, such as most modern wars 
apparently must be. The survey of Russian military history is useful ; 
and the author's conclusions regarding the relatively greater importance 
of the western as compared with the eastern frontier of the Russian 
empire are significant, whether we accept them or not. 

Alfred L. P. Dennis. 



